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Next Steps
New Brunswick works towards a low-carbon future, introducing emissions reduction 
targets, including the goal to be net-zero by 2050. But to meet provincial and federal 
targets, and to move to a net-zero energy system, more will be necessary. Additional 
innovative technologies and practices will be needed; it is here that Innovation Sandboxes 
can help.  

The information contained in this report provides the framework for developing an 
Innovation Sandbox in New Brunswick.

Given the primary barriers that were identified to create an environment for low-carbon 
innovation in New Brunswick, there’s a need for regulatory modernization and better 
collaboration and knowledge sharing. The focus of any Innovation Sandbox should be on 
Innovation Hubs and Enquiry Services. While the other tools of Innovation Sandboxes 
could also benefit the province, initial steps should be taken on the above mentioned 
tools that could provide the most value. 
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It should be noted that workshop 
participants identified an additional 
need to facilitate energy innovation 
in New Brunswick: long-term policy 
certainty and clarity. Participants 
noted that a long-term vision for the 
future of energy and a greater 
integration of environmental factors 
into decision making would improve 
energy innovation. While there were  
concerns identified that were 
beyond the scope of the current 
project, developing an Innovation 
Sandbox will help reveal the issues 
that need to be addressed, and will 
help facilitate the development of a 
platform for collaboration that can 
help provide answers and 
contribute to a future discussion on 
the development of the province’s 
Net-Zero Strategy and Clean 
Electricity Strategy.    


