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The Hefty® EnergyBag® Program
Collecting, Diverting, & Converting Hard-to-Recycle Plastics
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Hefty® EnergyBag™  Program

Purpose:   

Collect hard-to-recycle plastics at residential 
curbside 

Divert plastics from landfills at a quality suitable 
for approved end markets (recycling or energy 
recovery)

Complement existing recycling programs
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Consumers purchase
Hefty® EnergyBag™ orange 

bags.

When full, consumers place tied 
bags in regular recycling 

cart/bin.

Orange bags are picked up by regular 
haulers along with other recyclables. 

Orange bags are sent to 
participating materials recovery 

facilities.

Orange bags are baled and 
sent to suitable end markets

Plastics are converted into 
valuable resources

An End-of-Life Solution for Hard-to-Recycle Plastics



Hefty® EnergyBag™ Pilot  – Citrus Heights, CA

Creating Value Through Collaboration

• 8,000 Hefty® EnergyBag™ orange 
bags collected

• 6,000 lbs. of NRP diverted from landfill

• 512 gallons synthetic fuel oil

• > 85% of households said they would 
participate again

• Proved hard-to-recycle plastics can be 
collected at curbside and diverted from 
landfill
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6,000 
Households

~ 30,000 
Households

> 60,000 
Households

9,000 
Households

Oct. 2016            2017           2018           2019

Collaborative effort between:

Omaha, NE

Papillion, NE

La Vista, NE

Ralston, NE

Louisville, NE

Oakland, NE

Bellevue, NE
Self-Sustained 

Model
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Hefty® EnergyBag™ Program - Omaha, NE area



9 Toothpaste tubes
9 Food bags
9 Plastic cups, plates, bowls
9 Foam cups
9 Stand-up pouches
9 Condiment packets
9 Salad bags
9 Squeezable pouches
9 Laundry pouches
9 Potato chip bags
9 Pudding cups
9 Foam-to-go boxes
9 Frozen potato bags

9 Plastic cheese bags
9 Plastic pet food bags
9 Frozen fruit bags
9 Frozen vegetable bags
9 Candy wrappers
9 Coffee pods (without coffee)
9 Packing peanuts
9 Plastics liners from powder mixes
9 Microwavable pouches
9 Plastic straws & stir sticks
9 Juice pouches
9 Plastic utensils
9 All other hard-to-recycle plastics

“If You Don’t Bin It, Bag It”

Collect these hard-to-recycle plastics in your 
orange bags:

× Aluminum cans
× Glass
× Paper & Cardboard
× Metal 
× Water & soda bottles
× Food
× Liquids
× Plastic medical products
× Hazardous waste
× Hoses, tubes or rope

Do NOT collect these items 
in your orange bags: 



Hefty® EnergyBag™ Kit



Purchase Models

City/Hauler 
Program Retail Program E-Commerce 

Program
Commercial 

Program

8 and 13 gallon bags 8 and 13 gallon bags 8 gallon bags 30 and 55 gallon bags 

Curbside                                                                                                     
N
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Composition Audits Results 

Flexible 
Plastics

Rigid Plastics

Other 
Materials

63%

12%

25%

Acceptable  for 
Energy 

Recovery

Incompatible 
for Energy 
Recovery

Other 
Materials12%

6%

82%

By Packaging 
Type

By Plastic Resin 
Type
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Household / 
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Collaboration is Key to Success

Plus
Retailers
Commercial & Industrial 
Arenas / Stadiums
Universities
Zoo’s
NGO’s
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Collecting at residential curbside (+ commercial)

Diverting from landfill

Converting to a valuable resource (via energy recovery)

Hefty® EnergyBag™ Program



Dow.com

Jon Pyper
Associate Director, North America Sustainability & Advocacy
Dow Packaging & Specialty Plastics
jon.pyper18@dow.com
905-690-0440

Thank you!


